TAKE IT PERSONAL
        
December 5, 2010       Grace Church/ Normal, Illinois
Title: Carpe Diem Coram Deo

Text: 1 John 2:28 – 3:10
Write out a definition of “Carpe Diem Coram Deo”.

1. Read the above text and count the times the following words appear.  It could be a synonym in your translation.      (Abide _____, appear ______, and practice _____)
How would you describe the relationship between the words “abide and practice”?  How might they be similar?  How would they be different?

2. How are we able to distinguish between a child of God and a child of the devil?   (cf. verses 7 & 8)
3. Does verse nine mean a child of God never sins? ________  When a Christian commits sin does this mean they are no longer a child of God?  What assurance do we have that nothing can separate us from God?   (Look at John 10:25-30) After reading this look up 1 Jn 1:9.
4. What resource is there for a child of God to “abide”?  What has God given to us so that we can live out the Christian life?  Read verses 2:29 & 3:2, 9.  What would be the connection between “born of him” in verse 29 and “God’s seed” in 3:9?
5. How many times does the word “appear” or a form of it occur in the text we are studying this week? _________     2:28 speaks of having confidence and not being ashamed when Christ appears.   What is found in these verses that will give us the assurance of confidence?
6.  When will Christ appear for the second time?   What will we be like when Christ returns?  Read 3:2 to find part of your answer.  (Compare Colossians 3:4 and 1 Peter 5:4 with this verse.)
So What?
Now is the time to “take it personal”.
How is your confidence level at this present time of not being ashamed if Christ were to return today?   On what is your confidence founded?   Are you just fooling yourself?   Would others say that you are one who “practices righteousness”?  If there is sin in your life, read 1 John 1:9 and make application to your life.
Take a few minutes and write out your prayer to God in response to the text we have studied this week.  If appropriate, share it with someone or your small group who can partner with you in prayer and accountability.
